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By way of Keminder: The classifications under which the reports fall are as follows. 
MUST BOOKS indicates a ready made market, either because of the established repu- 
tation of the author, the tested popularity of the subject, or some special impetus 
which will help pub a book over. Occasionally, a dark horse of extraordinary merit 
is included in this group. PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS fall into two groups, Fiction 
and Non-Fiction. Included in these groups are most of the reports with appraisal 
so keyed as to give the buyer the clue as to whether the individual shop clientele 
will want the books or not. The arrangement throughout is in order of publication 
date, and within that, in order of publisher. dysterties and Thrillers are grouped 
under a heading of recommendations. Asterisks “ one, two, three - indicate books 
of particular merit and sales possibilities.: Juveniles are reported seasonally, 
Spring titles coneentrated in the February 15th and March ist issues. Special in- 
serts cover Relig‘ous 500ks, Sporting Books, Garden Boors, and Foreign Books, as 
occasion warrants. 


MUST BOOKS 


January 21 


Latzko, Andreas LAFAYETTE: A Life Poubleday,Doran 


a Virtually a dark horse, but the impetus of the February Literary Guild 
selection will give it the good start it richly deserves, as one of the most dramatic 
biographies of Lafayette, I have chanced to read. Not only does the author give a 
very real psychological picture of the man himself, but he creates a vital sense of 
the shifting panorama of the changing world against which he moved, of the forces 
against which he battled, of the impact of violent contrasts on his temperament and 
idealism. There is enough of anecdotal and colorful human interest material ~— plus 
the always intriguing revolutionary background to give it a popular flavor. Trans- 
lated from the German, by &. W. Dickes. $3.00 


February 6 


Buck, Pearl S. THE EXILE Reynal & Hitchcock 


wale A new departure for this popular writer, in an extraordinary characteriza- 
tion, based on fact though the names used are fictitious. The appeal will be more 

to. the readers of Youse of Exile by Norah Walon, than to the average fiction reader, 

It is the story of a woman who through a long life, filled to the brim with tragedy, 
death, disease, poverty, unfriendly surroundings, a Puritanic missionary husband who 
never understood her, managed yet to sustain the beauty and joy and spark of American 
womanhood, and crystalized that for all who came in contact with her. There is no 
effort to build the Chinese background, but it emerges in the contrasts she creates 
through her efforts to keep the American atmosphere around her. There is that recog- 
nizable rhythm and saga quality in the telling that one has come to associate with 
Pearl Buck. The story ran as. fiction in The Woman's Home Companion. I feel that 

its sale is definitely in the field of non-fiction, and that it should be sold ac- 
cordinglye The Buck market is an established one. This should bring in new converts, 
as well as holding those who liked her earlier work. (A John Day book). $2.5C 
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February 1C 


Nordhoff, Charles & THE HURRICANE Little, Brown 
Hall, James Norman 


nied Straight fiction, but built against the background the authors have made 
their own - the tropical islands of the South Seas. The focus on the hurricane, too, 
is based on personal experience, of a hurricane encountered during the research ne- 
cessitated by the Bounty trilogy. The tremendoys popularity of the picture - the 
impetus given to the sale of the books - should create a waiting market for this 
novel It is the story of a youth, unjustly condemned to imprisonment, and through 
his rebellion turning a short sentence into a verdict of life imprisonment on a con- 
vict island. His escape and miraculous return to his own island home, results in 
the cooperation of virtually all the inhabitants to save him from recapture. And 
then comes the hurricane - and Fate weaves a new pattern for him and his. Good 
adventure tale, with a storm description rivalled only by Richard Hughes’ brilliant 


High Wind in Jamaica (or The Innocent Voyage). $2.50. 
2 

Bourman, Anatole THE TRAGEDY OF NIJINSKY it Whittlesey House 

* In collaboration with D. Lyman, Anatole Bourman, close personal friend of 


the dancer, Nijinsky, tells his version of the story. The return of the Monte Carlo 
Ballet should make this a good follow up on the brilliantly successful life of 
Nijinsky by his wife. It is amazingly fresh and new material, filling in the pic- 
ture with warm, intimate, anecdotal sketches, which at some points contradict, in 
others substantiate the previous pictures of the strange, gifted creature. This is 
fascinating reading to anyone interested in either the man or the ballet. Tie in 
with other titles. $3.00 


February 21 
Maugham, W-— Somerset COSMOPOLITANS Doubleday, Doran 


* East and West, a previous collection of Maugham short stories and sketches, 
showed extraordinarily good sales when collections of short stories were st low ebb. 
Cosmopolttans is in somewhat similar vein - a kaleidescope of the people who have 
helped make the pattern of a many faceted life - people who have crossed his path 
briefly - character sketches - anecdotes -— parables - bits of sheer drama. Maugham 
is —- to my way of thinking - the completely “civilized” writer, and always delight-— 
ful reading. $2.50 


A Reasonable Selection of Good Bets in the Offing 


The new Samuel Hopkins Adams, Perfect Specimen, (Liveright) should please his market. 
There are several dark horse fictiou titles we liked: The Rolling Years by Agnes 
Sligh Turnbull (Macmillan); Libel by Edward Wooll (Macrae Smith); Snow Against the 
Sky by Mary Dunstan (Stokes); and The Happy Altenist by Wallace Smith (Smith & Haas). 
In non-fiction, the approaching campaign should give a definite place to The Hoover 
Administration by Myers and Newton (Scribner). Fighting the Underworld by Philip 
Van Cise (Houghton, Mifflin) is good popular true adventure. Swinging the Equator 
by W. J. Makin (Dutton) timely travel adventure. See below for reports 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


January 17 
Behrend, Arthur THE HOUSE OF THE SPANIARD Doubleday, Doran 
In the E. FP. Oppenheim vein, is this story of a young Englishman whose 


chivalry (and curiosity) embroil him in an attempt to overthrow the Spanish crown. 
Plenty of adventure, plus a romance in the best of the international-political 


traditions. Good rental library fodder - men and women. $2.0C 
January 23 
Painter, Thomas & THE MOTIVES OF NICHOLAS HOLTZ Marrar & Rinehart 


Laing, Alexander 


Good old melodrama with high entertainment value, by the author of The 
Cadaver of Gideon fvyck and The Sea %i1tch (plus a collaborator, this time). Not, 
however, a horror story, but plenty of action, suspense, etc. and a pseudo-authentic 
background. The story of a fearless New York reporter's investigation of the death 
of another reporter, and of how he becomes involved in Tycoon Holtz' varied schemes 
of germ warfare. The plague which results brings about the Tycoon's downfall - but 


the story is quashed. Rental library. $2.00 
January 28 

Steinbeck, John IN DUBIOUS BATTLE Covici, Friede 

e, A far cry from Tortilla Flat, with none of the originality and sardonic 


humor of that delightful book. But this qualifies for recognition on the score of 
being much-better-than-average proletarian novel (of which there are chiefly below 
average books). The setting is a fruit growing district in California - the story 
revolves around the deliberate and almost fanatical machinations of red agents to 
foment discontent and to organize strikes. It is extraordinary how Steinbeck suc- 
ceeds in swinging the sympathy with the agent and his young apprentice, in building 
understanding of the methods employed, of showing how the side of conventiou twists 
and distorts facts and creates false evidence, establishing disturbance where there 
was Simply quiet and grim determination. Almost one grows to accept the inevitabil- 
ity of eliminating the human equation. A book for those interested in Left Wing 
literature - and those concerned with new trends. $2.50 


January 30 


Sims, Marian THE WORLD WITH A FENCE Lippincott 
Light fiction - looking up. A good story, better told than the average, 

and should go extremely well with the Norris - Rosman fans. There is a swift-paced 

story of a small town girl who goes to a Southern town to teach school — and to find 

out about life. Clash of modern.viewpoint and Southern traditions - of the old codes 

and the new. Good background in school settings, convincing human relations, and a 

certain perspective and humor. The publishers will have promotion material - and plan 

to back it well. $2.00 

February 4 
Turnbull, Agnes Sligh THE ROLLING YEARS Macmillan 
* A first-rate panoramic novel of three generatious - the setting shifting 


from New Salem to Pittsburgh. The theme of love down the generations, with the shift 
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in time deftly conveyed:~ the change in the relations of a woman and her husband, 

the differences in religious thought and its influence on the lives of the little 

community, personality dominating events. The appeal is definitely to women - par- { 
ticularly those jinterest-d in human psychology and philosophy, and not averse to 


occasional lapses into sentiment. $2.50 
February ¢ 7 

Chester, William L. HAWK OF THE WILDERNESS Harper 

Meat for the Tarzan fans - their name is legion. The story of a child 

brought up by savages and animals as sole survivor of a shipwrecked vessel — of his 

strange blend of civilization and savagery - of the result when another shipwreck 

brings him in touch with people of his parents’ world, a girl who loves him, and 

a chance to go back to the lite he has never really kiown. He tries it - but es- 

capes again to the freedom of the wilds. Mad tale, in the Mowgli-Tarzan tradition. 

But good escape reading for the seekers. $2.00 
Feoruary 7 

Lambeck, Frederick BEST IN THE GREEN WOOD Doubleday, Doran 


A slight but rather pleasant story of a widow who buries herself in the 
country but who goes to New York for her sister's birthday party, and of the com- 
plications she finds there and her own method of solving them. Philosophical treat-— 
ment of growing old, of the younger generation, and so ou. Neither fish, flesh, 
fowl nor good red herring, but a safe item for conservatives. $2.00 


Cushman, C. F. THE BRIGHT HILL Little, Brown 


we 


Pretty tripey - but will pass the time of night on stormywiuiter evenings 
for those who like the rather machine-patterned sort of - in love and out and in 
again story. A brilliant self-made man, professor in a western college, antagonizes 
his associates and his wife's friends, and is really responsible for the rift in 





their life tcgether. But - dog in the manger fashion — he resents her building a 

life of her own, finding a man she can love (though he has secured a divorce on 

the ground of desertion), and tries to disrupt her life again. $2.00 | 
Davis, Reuben BUTCHER BIRD Little, Brown 


Good melodrama and well-built "atmosphere" in a "deep South" story, which 
the Peterkin followers should like. A Negro story of the troubles that arise when 
Manboy marries a light-weight girl, who knows that trouble dogs her way. Their 
love seems on the path to conquering everything, when Manboy succumbs to the wiles 


of an insurance agent - and then it is the girl who pays the price to save him. 
Well done. $2.50 


February 10 


Wooll, Edward LIBEL Macrae Smith 





* Well-sustained story of double identity, with a unique court scene, and 
a Situation fraught with implications which keep one on the toes. A man has been 
shell-shocked and the past has been virtually wiped out. He gets in the hands of 
some schemers, who wait until he has married and gone into Parliament to bring suit 
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against him for posing as someone to whose identity he has no claim. Good escape 
reading ~- for men particularly. Rental library. Play version running in London - 
and opens this season in New York. $2.00 


February 14~ Ig 


Widdemer, Margaret MARRIAGE IS POSSIBLE Farrar & Rinehart 


A story of tangled lives:- three involved and interrelated marital prob- 
lems, which only death and divorce can solve. Practical Sheila and Jack, generous 
to a fault; Amy of Victorian traditions, and Pietro, wealthy playboy; Morton, dream- 
er and writer, and Vevie, cheap bargainer. Feminine appeal-~and circulating library. 


$2.00 


Irvine, Helen Douglas MAGDALENA Macmillan 


A good idea which doesn't quite come off. BUT, original enough in the 
inception and handling to make interesting reading. A man has killed his wife - 
after a brief marriage, following years of living in unlegalized union. The story 
as it unfolds is given from the angles of the various people who knew them, and the 
reader is left to draw his own conclusions as to the justification the man had for 
his action. The setting shifts from the boat bound for South America to the actual 
scene of their earlier lives. For the reader interested in problem novels of psy- 
chological import. $2.00 


February 13 ” 


Kempton, Kenneth Payson OLD MAN GREENLAW Farrar & Rinehart 


The Lincoln type of story - small town - lobster fishermen - and the story 
centering around fifty-nine year old Mahon Greenlaw, town joker. Well done local 


scenes wiht “the boys" -— and then the complications and mystery surrounding the 
woman who has been hiding in a deserted building, and whom Mahon befriends. Mildly 
pleasant reading, but can be passed up. $2.50 


February 15 


Adams, Samuel yopkins PERFECT SPECIMEN Liveright 


An attempt to recapture the charm of It Happened One Night - without quite 
pulling it off. But the story suggests that one (this time it is a grandson and 
heir to millions, who is wrapped in cotton wool - and not a daughter). A curious 
and adventure-minded maiden takes a hand in reforming him - he runs away to live - 
and adventures crowl upon him. A bit fantastic, but good entertainment. My hunch 
is that the story is being screened - and there may be a tie-up in sales in the 
offing. Rental library romance. $2.00 


February 17 


Birkenfeld, Gunther AUGUSTUS Liveright 


The life of Augustus Caesar forms the basis for an historical novel which 
fails, completely, to. approach the Claudius standard, and which strikes me as a 
book that will find small appeal anywhere. From the day of Julius Caesar's death 
to the death of Augustus the story meanders, but never comes to life. A parade of 
personalities, none too well done. Fér scholars who do not demand scholarship; for 
fiction readers who do not mind a bit of history. $2.50 
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Malraux, Andre DAYS OF WRATH 5 . O . M r Smith & Haas q 


Published in French under the title, Le Temps du Heprits. Won the 1934 
Prix Goncourt. Not strictly fiction - it reads like the personal experience of 
intellectual Communist, during his internment by the Nazi and his miraculous 
escape. Stream of consciousness handling of the man's mental torture in prison, of 
his feeling of impending insanity, of the sense of unreality in his return. Malraux 
has an extraordinary restraint, an emotional content without hysteria that leaves a 
searing impression. Excellent translation by Haakon Chevalier. $1.5@ 


Kassher, 


February 18 


Jameson, Storm IN THE SECOND YEAR Macmillan 


Not part of the panel in which Company Parade and Love in winter created 
the character of Hervey Russell. But a completely new type of book, the outgrowth 
of her vast indignation against the world's madness (remember her autobiographical 
book, No Time Like the Present). Fiction, written with passionate earnestness, and 
picturing an England ridden by circumstances and characters paralleling the Hitler 


regime in Germany. One senses too much of the pamphleteer - but Storm Jameson can 


write. $e. 50 
February 20 af 
Herdman, Ramona A TIME FOR LOVE . Harper 
Sound psychology but uneven handling of a theme of wide interest:- the 


story of a girl who is the mistress of her chief, and of his vacillations over 
whether or not to sever the bonds of home which he thinks are meaningless, and to 
marry the girl that serves a necessary part in his life. The setting is New York 


and its suburbs. $2.00 ” 
Kelland, Clarence Budiagton ROXANA - Harper 

* Good entertainment value - humor —- and a girl for his central character 

this time. Roxana decides that brains - in evidence - are a liability, and conceals 


hers under a veneer of feminine wiles. She practices on the small town youths, then 
uproots her amusing and philosophic grandmother and turns up in New York to take pos- 
session of an uncle who runs a down-at-the-heels restaurant. Native wit, a flair for 
publicity (some of it goes sour on her) and ingenuity win out -— and she finally gets : 
the man she loves. Society life on Long Island, prize fights, the betting racket, 
nightclubs, inside line on newspaper publicity - a varied fare and thoroughly 


amusing. $2.00 * 


Dunstan, Mary SNOW AGAINST THE SKY 2/ > v/ Stokes 


* A finely tempered story of the Alps - of the strange, unrecognized bond 
between two youths, one, the son of a nobleman, the other a mountaineer and guide - 
and of the uncanny influence of his mother's dream life on the perceptions of the 
mountaineer. Beautifully told, and unusual both in setting and characterization. ( 


Watch it. We pick it for a good bet. $2.50 
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February 21 


Houghton, Claude CHRISTINA Doubleday, Doran 


Strange, what a passion Houghton seems to have for making his central 
character invisible. This time Christina is dead, but through the unfolding of 
the plot you learn to know her in her relations to the people who loved her. A 
distracted husband finds a pile of unaddressed letters, clearly written to her 
lover - and an address book - and sets himself the task of learning who the lover 
was, and what her relationship to the people in the address book. There is, per- 
haps, a somewhat more popular handling of his subject, than in previous books —- but 
the indirect method antagonizes some readers, and I question this enlarging his 
market. Some day —- if he gets away from his oblique and somewhat obscure methods, 
Claude Houghton may come through to the appreciation he deserves. $2.50 


Webb, Barbara COMING ROUND THE MOUNTAIN Doubleday, Doran 


Circulating library fiction of somewhat above average calibre. The story 
of the "ugly duckling" - outcast daughter of a mountain family, who is married at 
fifteen to a neighboring lad, runs away to New York after the birth of her still- 
born child, and manages to make a name for herself with her drawing. She becomes 
engaged to a doctor — but is terrified of her past, and tells him everything. He 
treats her as a patient, forces her to go back and face facts, and eventually - her 
marriage turns out to have been a fake ~ they work things out together. $2.00 


February 24 


Forester, C. S. THE GENERAL Little, Brown 


Forester does interesting work; he uses unhackneyed historical backgrounds; 
but somehow, to date, his novels haven't quite "come off". The market is definitely 
a masculine one — and not that readily found escape reading outlet, but rather men who 
are concerned more with setting and characterization than plot. This follows suit. 
The theme is the old order which hates change and sticks to the rules it knows, in 
the figure of a military man who had achieved distinction in the Boer War, and who - 
in the World War -— is forced into the use of new methods. A marriage of political 
significance further feathers his nest - but he cannot face what he considers dis- 
honor so joins his troops and receives the wound that disables him for life, and 
ties him to s wheel chair, his wife, his decorations and his rank. $2.50 


Wallace, Francis BIG GAME Little, Brown 


Football story ~ two stars play the game from different angles and get 
involved beyond their depth when big time gamblers edge into the betting. Fast 
paced for the magazine reader primarily. Rental library - for men, chiefly. $1.50 


Smith, Wallace THE HAPPY ALIENIST Smith & Haas 


* A little mad, a touch of the fantastic, and first rate entertainment, in 

a mew book by the author of The Captain Hates the Sea. Unique angle on a triple 
killing, wherein a famous psychologist is wax in the hands of a pair of adventurers, 
but whose final "crime" is quite unnecessary when his innocence awakens their con- 
sciences. Plus sale in mystery department. $2. OO 
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February 25 





Hesse, Max Rene DOCTOR MORATH Houghton, Mifflin 


This just misses being an important book, and its failure is hard to 
analyze. Perhaps others will not agree that it fails. In any case, it is worth 
reading - for what it does in revealing the seamy side of a young doctor's upward 
rise. Doctor Morath has been sent to South American from Germany. He arrives at 
his post full of ideals, determined to steer clear of entangling alliances; and 
he discovers a cynical acceptance of the necessity for playing scientific politics 
within the hospital walls, and social politics outside. The story is the struggle 
toward compromise - partial failure, partial success. [nteresting, enlightening, 
disheartening. Possibly too long drawn out, and with philosophical discussions, 
"full of sound and fury" - the story is quickly told, in half the space. Trans- 
lated by Edward Crankshaw. -- Men in Whtte market. $2.50 


February 27 


Marks, Percy A TREE GROWN STRAIGHT Stokes 


Rather unexpected swing back to - well, almost piety - on the part of the 
author of Plastic Youth. A sermon in story form - the life story of a youth wisely 
raised by parents who adored each other and handled their son with a view to build- 
ing his defences rightly. His sex experiences were fortunate - his development 
normal and healthy - his rise to success typical of the '20's. Then comes the de- 
pression ~ almost he goes under — almost is defeated by false pride. His recouping 
of his fortunes is almost too easy - his’ winning through his complexes to the right 
girl and happiness too facile. But for those who like to feel that "God's in his j 
heaven and all's right with the world" - this is a wholesome heartening book. $2.50 


Late February 


Bickel, Mary HOUSE GUEST > |r O Coward, McCann 


Not up to Brassbound - but fairish woman's magazine type of story, ina 
tale of the uprising of a ghost from the wartime past, and a nearly successful bit 
of blackmail destined to shatter the serenity of a happy home. The mother thinks 
life is all serene. Beneath her feet the volcano seethes:- the husband is terri- 
fied of the threat to her happiness; the son almost succeeds in marrying a local 
leading lady; the daughter is apparently on the verge of committing incest. But 
all comes right. Circulating library market. $2.00 V 


y 


Received Too Late For Inclusion [In December Issue 
January 3 


Blumenfeld, Simon THE IRON GARDEN Doubleday, Doran 


A poor imitation of Little Han, What Now? in the story of a Jewish boy who 
eternally whines about his fate, which he thoroughly deserves - and expects the world 
to stop and listen to the melancholy outcome of his ow: faults. His is not intere 
esting - except to his creator. And the book gets nowhere - so much so that I 
thought half of it must be missing. published in Sngland under the title Jew Boy. 

$2.00 
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RECOMMENDED MYSTERIES, WESTERNS & THRILLERS 


January 1 
Hull, Richard KEEP IT QUIET Putnam, Minton, Balch 


The story of a sadist - an accidental death puts into his hands the op- 
portunity to wreak some petty vengeance and to get some action out of the timorous 
little club secretary. His means get out of hand - and he comes a cropper, but 
the famous old stick-together-—boys slogan saves his bacon. Not as original a story 
as ihe jiurder of dy Aunt. $2.00 

January 3 
Clason, Clyde B. THE FIFTH TUMBLER Doubleday, Doran 


* x First rate detective story, with a new slant in murder methods. irrand 
Hotel set-up - corridor of a Chicago hotel, on which the people know each other. 
A death - no exit but the murderer gone - police and novelist to the rescue. $2.00 


February 7 


Dean, Robert George THE SUTTON PLACE MURDERS Doubleday, Doran 


Hair yarn of two murders in New York's inner social circles, and of an 
insurance private investigator who pulls his company out of a hole and beats the 
New York police to a solution. $2.0C 


February 20 / 


Beeding, Francis THE EIGHT CROOKED TRENCHES Harper 


* Thrilling - complicated - tremendously exciting. A Nazi story, in which 
the long arm of government follows a traitor to foreign soil, to which he has es— 
caped almost certain death in a coffin taken over the Swiss frontier. $2.00 


February 21 
Heyer, Georgette WHY SHOOT A BUTLER Doubleday, Doran 


Amusing and entertainingly written is the story of rude Amberley's solu- 
tion of the strange situation surrounding the Fountain household. Guessable, but 
good fun reading. $2.00 


Thomson, Sir Basil THE DARTMOOR ENIGMA Doubleday, Doran 


Jr. Inspector Richardson almost comes a cropper o.i this his fifth case, 
but manages to unravel the tangled threads of a complicated case. For your serious 


mystery fans. $2. 00 


February 25 
Tuttle, W. C. HENRY THE SHERIFF Houghton, Mifflin 


Likable, quite unorthodox, Henry, ex-vaudeville actor, manages to win 
the respect of the Arizona valley through his integrity and wiliness. Amusing - 
a different sort of Western. $2.00 
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February 25 
Unyan, Ernest THE HAVANA HOTEL MURDERS Houghton, Mifflin 


Well written, well conceived mystery concerning the deaths of certain 
residents in a Havana Hotel, where a commission is marooned by an island wide strike. 


$2.00 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS -—- VWon-Fiction 
January 11 
Van Cise, Philip S. FIGHTING THE UNDERWORLD Houghton, Mifflin 
* The author of this book was elected District Attorney in Denver, in 1920. 


He faced opposition to law enforcement on both fronts. The city officials were lax 
and corrupt; the lawless element has their well-organized spy system. Against these 
forces, Van Cise opened fire. This is the story of his battle, a true detective 
story with all the elements of thrill. The methods he used were those one reads of 
in spy stories - he got his evidence - he got his men - and he was under fire of 
bribery, legal red tape, skullduggery - but he proved it was possible to clean up a 
city. Market - those who like thrillers with the element of truth; those who are 


civic-minded, both men and women. It is good reading, as well as good "uplift". 
$3.00 
January 14 
Barker, James P. as told THE LOG OF A LIMEJUICER Macmillan 


to Roland Barker 


A reprint that has long been in demand - the story of a master mariner 
under sail, for the greater part of a long and eventful life. The book was printed 


in 1933 in what was virtually a private printing - and has won its way with no pub-— 
licity into the knowledge of all men who love true sea stories. Now available - 
fully illustrated - in a trade edition. $3.00 
January 16 
Green, Gretchen THE WHOLE WORLD & COMPANY Reynal & Hitchcock 
A many colored, shifting patterned life - this story of a woman whose 


restless imagination carried her into strange places, into strange jobs, the world 
around. Social service, hospital work, jail work, tutoring, travel agent ex officio, 
secretary to Tagore, secretary to Malvina Hoffman «+ what hasn't she doie, where 

hasn't she beeiu, wine doesn't she know? One of these chatty, discursive, loose-jointed 
volumes of reminisceices, concerned chiefly with a potpourri of things and people, 

and too little of their effect ou the writer, or of anything in her own being below 
this urge to keep goiug. A;sort of female Halliburton - without the sense of nar- 
rative form that gives Halliburton his unfailing ability to spin a good yarn. The 
substance is there, but one ig a sense of mental indigestion. f[llustrated... 


A John Day book. $3.00 


WHERE LIFE IS BETTER Reynal & Hitchcock 


Rorty, Janes 
An Unsenttmental American Journey 


Rorty claims himself Left Wing in tendency, but acknowledges that he was 
sent off on this tour of inspection by a capitalistic paper, The New York Evening 
From East .to West he went, trying to sense the spirit of the country toward 
He returned with a conviction that we were tending toward Fascism, 


Post. 
the New Deal. 
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and that everywhere was the growing conviction that another war was the remedy for 


all our ills. 


The threat he feels is from the East. 


One gets a definite sense of 


the sections through which he went, -— the steel mill sections, Chicago, the north 


central farm belt, 


Cordell, 


Mercury, 


sional 


teachers, 


the drought areas, California - and home again. 


On ae 


AMERICAN POINTS OF VIEW: 
Readers! Guide, 1935 


Wm. H. & K. O. 


Doub leday 


Good reading. 
$3.00 


» Doran 


An anthology of representative essays published during the year 1935, and 
drawn from such varied sources as scrib ners Harpers, Atlantic Monthly, New Republic, 


and so on and So on. 
writers, philosophers, 
editors. 


All sorts anda types of writers are included, 
psychologists, historians, economists, 


profes-— 


social workers, 
The majority of the essays deal with various phases of American 





thought, with current political and social problems, with changing codes and customs, 


with abstract ideas and concrete evidence. 


The last section of the book gives one 


more feel of America's place in the comity of nations. As a whole it is less inter- 

esting wicaotaken, a bit here, a bit there. one gets no sense of a patterif, no con- 

centration of idea in the matter of selection. Individually the essays are stimu- 

lating and thoroughly worth preserving in book form. $2.50 
January 20 

Stokes, Adrian RUSSIAN BALLETS Dutton 


the opera-—goer. 


rather than in its content, which includes fourteen ballets. Well done - and good 
? . 
reading. $2.5 
January 21 
Lucas, F. L. FOUR PLAYS --- POEMS, 1935 Macmillan 
Companion volumes. The volume of plays includes three modern plays, 
Land's End, Surrender to Discretion and Death of wz Ghost, and a fourth, The Lovers 
of sudrun, set in Iceland of 1009 A-D. ®imarily designed for use in Repertory 
Theatres, Little Theatres and so on. Excellent reading for that growing market for 
the written play. The volume of poems, mainly lyrical, written since 1916 will 
seem to some "dated" — to other a relief from the stylized absence of form of much 
modern verse. Plays - $225 Poems — $1.75 
Jaspal iat 
wqwy LO 
Huxley, Julian S. & WE EUROPEANS Harper 
Haddon, A. C. 


survey of the whole 
the scientist's point of view, 
other allied fields. 


This book should be to the ballet-goer what the Brentano Opera Glass is to 


the music, the dancers, 


but valuable to the uninitiate as well. In its 


The most frequently performed ballets are described with instructive 
bits of information concerning the story, 
of each phase. 
the subject, 


and the fine points 
Written primarily for those with some background and understanding of 
function lies its value 


This book covers a far wider field than its title implies, actually a 


shortcoming 
of evidence 


field of anthropology, and a criticism of its 
as compared with the coucretehess 


It devotes itself earnestly to showing up the fallacies 


s from 


in 


con— 


cerning "race" and "blood" — until it would seem to be written for the purpose of 
To the uninitiate, 


destroying the "Nordic" or "Aryan" gospel of Mr. Hitler. 





the 


“ 


_ 
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book is a revelation and of great interest. Comparatively little space is given 
to an actual description of European peoples, according to countries, and this part 
$2.50 


alone is rather dry reading. 


January 24 


W. J. SWINGING. THE EQUATOR Dutton 


The story of a flight from Croydon through Cairo to Capetown interspersed 
with side lights on war, politics, big-game’ shooting, treasure hunting, gold mining, 
and human interest material that it reads like a fantastic adventure story. Makin 
is a journalist with a rich background of experience in Africa, and personal knowl- 


Makin, 


-~— 


edge of famous figures, many of them now connected with current events in Africa. 
Excellent entertainment, for those who like adventure stories, who are interested 
in forces back of Italian colonization in Africa, in travel. Illustrated. $3.50 


Myers, William Starr & THE HOOVER ADMINISTRATION Scribner 
Newton, Walter y, 


An important contribution to source material on recent American history- 
in-the-making, and sure to be a text book, to some extent, in the coming platform 
building and election campaigning. A briilsiant piece of selective editing of docu- 
mentary evidence drawn from Hoover's own writing and statements. from contemporary 
publications, from Congressional records. A running commentary makes the connecting 
links and points up the evidence which makes President Hoover much more of an admin- 
istrator, of a constructive builder, of a far-seeing statesman, than popular opinion 
éives him credit for being. Definitely a book for the stand-pat Republicans, for 
thoseantagonistic to the present administration, for anyone sincerely interested in 
getting all sides of the question. Myers is Professor of Politics at Princeton, 

New was Member of Congress from 1919-1920 and secretary to the President from 1929 
to 1933....Now is the time to keep track of books of current political importance, 
and to play them up together, making plus sales. $3.5C 


January 27 


Joad, C. E. WM. RETURN TO PHILOSOPHY Dutton 


t 


Here's the type of writing in the field of modern philosophy that is sure 
to win popular approval. In the first place, while building a constructive ground- 
work for the layman to think along lines of philosophy, to understand it more 
clearly, Joad destroys the pseudo-philosophy, the clap-trap, danger pitfalls, which 
many modern writers indulge in. Aldous Huxley, D. H. Lawrence, Claude Houghton, 
William Faulkner, Ernest Hemingway - all come in for his scorn. And Christian 
Science is given virtually a whole chapter of destructive - and clever - criticism. 
Joad has built a following, and this book should increase it. $2.50 


iles, Ray HERE COMES THE BAND! Harper 


A somewhat adolescent handling of the material - perhaps that is a lead 
@n sales sppeal. History of bands and band masters; history of the instruments 
that compose them. Suggestions as to how to start a band, how to develop the busi- 
ness side of it, how to sense the spirit of the audience. A book for people def- 
initely interested in the subject. $2.00 
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January 28 


Florinsky, Michael T. FASCISM AND NATIONAL SOCIALISM Macmillan 


Parallel analysis of Fascism in Italy and National Socialism in Germany, 
of their similarities and divergences. Histcrical - social aspects ~ résults in 
human life - the advantages gained - the price that is paid - the hope and the 
danger of the future. Amazingly dispassionate presentation of facts, and what 
they mean. slearly presented for laymen. $2.00 


William, Charles, ed. THE NEW BOOK OF ENGLISH VERSE Macmillan 


A useful collection, though the stricture of repeating nothing included 
in either The Oxford Book of English Verse or The Golden Treasury necessarily makés 
it an addition to a library equipped with one or other of those invaluable volumes - 
and not a substitute. The range of authors is shorter - but thoroughly representa-— 
tive. Author and first line index-lacking (as does The Oxford of English Verse) the 
title index which is a valuable asset of The Oxford Book of American Verse. 
Disappointing on neglect of moderns. $3.00 
Ly alCe lA Pex. — J acs eae 
Brande, Dorothea YOU-CAN+T FAIL y /28/3¢ Simon & Schuster 


A simple, straightforward human sort of philosophy designed to help the 
person who is ridden by a sense of failure, and who refuses to recognize it as such. 
She shows how to go about defeating this "will to fail" - gives constructive and 
easy directions for exercises. Inspirational self-help book, along somewhat new 
lines — and the author has proved it all. $1.75 


February 4 


Greenhood, David & CHRONOLOGY OF BOOKS AND PRINTING Macmillan 
Gentry, Helen 


Reference book for public libraries, for college libraries, for private 
libraries where comparative data on the history of books and printing is important. 
A collector - an historian - a student would find it useful. Begins with 300 B.C. 
and the building of the Alexandrian library, and comes up to 1935, four centuries 
after the printing of the first English Bible. Useful bibliography. Appendix con- 


tains outline history of types, etc. Includes a good deal of information not 
readily available elsewhere. ( Reerroed SAartrsn j $2.00 
Perlman, William J. ed. THE MOVIES ON TRIAL Macmillan 


This book is an attempt to crystallize the different views regarding 
movies and their value or harmfulness for young and old. The names give the char- 
acter to the book:- William Allen White, Reverend Dr. Cantwell, Edward G. Robinson, 
Judge Lindsey, Judge Goldstein, Don Marquis, William Lyon Phelps, Brock Pemberton, 
to name a few. Intelligent discussion of what is wrong and appreciation of some 
of the fine things that have been done. &ditor offers plea for consideration of 
intelligent minority. Some of the material appeared in the Ladies' Home Journal, 
and other current magazines. Market - club women, parent-teacher groups, Child 
Study groups. $2.50 
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Pebruary & Lo ~ Mhae, 7? 


Brockman, Walter, as told SATAN CAME TO EDEN Harper 
by Dore Straugh 


A sensational account of the much publicized goings on of an oddly as- 

sorted group on an island in the Galapagos. Dore Straugh has gone there with a 

Dr. Ritter, to test out their shared theories of the simple life. But scientific 
investigation and observation is interrupted by occasional visits of yachts, trad- 
ing vessels, and ultimately five young Germans, with whom they manage to escape 
much contact. Then the disrupting force of the notorious "Baroness" and her lovers 
arrives on the scene, and the balance of the story tells of emotions gone rampant, 
evil in the air, eventually madness and murder. As told it sounds credible though 


fantastic. Market - sensation seekers, readers who have followed the story from 
time to time in the papers, readers who like to delve into morbid human interest 
material, $3.00 
19 
Pebrugry 7 Ysa 
Engle, Paul BREAK THE HEART'S ANGER Doubleday, Doran 


The success of Awertcan Song insures interest in this new volume from a 


promising young poet. This is quite different - and bespeaks disillusionment, a 
certain amount of cynicism, definitely a swing to the Left:- the theme, throughout, 
variations on "America, I hate you so because I love you so." A plea for a future 
where 


"every worker has the right to work, 
Where no man takes too much from those who have 
Too little, no man hunger, no man want 
The simple, actual demands of living, 
Clothing, a house and fuel against the cold." $2.00 


February Je~ ee 


Canby, Henry Seidel ALMA MATER Farrar & Rinehart 


Continuation of Age of Confidence into college days in the close .of the 19th 
century, and early years of teaching at Yale. Like the previous book, it is a 
nostalgic backward glance to a past that is on a pinnacle in memory:- the good 
old days when college spirit meant something, when bigger men served on faculties, 
when students made more of less good educational facilities. His criticisms are few-— 
his praise expansive. He shows a college town, built on a small town pattern, with 
a small town's social distinctions. $2.50 VW 


Douglas, Paul H. SOCIAL SECURITY IN THE UNITED STATES Whittlesey House 


An analysis and appraisal of the Social Security Act - and far more than 
that. Historical aid social background, what is being done elsewhere, what is be- 
ing done by individual states, by individual organizations. The needs - the imperative 
demand for the future - the history of the bill, from its inception to its final pas- 
sage. Where it is strong - where weak. What can be done to strengthen it in the 
next session. Complete text given in the appendix. $3.00 
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February 11 
2 Lehmer, Derrick Norman FIGHTERY DICK and Other Poems Macmillan 


"A Book of Free Ballads" reads the sub-title. American historical back- 
ground for most of the characters and incidents giving inspiration for these bal- 
lads modelled, largely, on the old ballad forms. Pirate tales - witch tales - 
folk tales - sea tales. Boys will like them, and men who prefer story in verse, 
to conventional modern poetry. Can't see a wide market. $2.00 


February 4° YO 
The Browns THE EUROPEAN COOKBOOK FOR AMERICAN HOMES Farrar & Rinehart 


"Cora, Rose and Bob" — remember their fascinating hitne Cook Book, published 
by Little, Brown? This has the same quality - though less of it - of conveying the 
feel of the places where the foods they describe are served, where they found their 
roots. Again the same shortcoming, if the book is regarded as a how-to-do book for 
the average household - ingredients difficult to obtain, and expensive to concoct. 

But for the epicure, the club which prides itself on special dishes, the exclusive 
restaurant, this is a tantalizing book, crammed with tempting suggestions $2.50 v 


Mid February 
Helfristz, Hans LAND WITHOUT SHADE McBride 


Southern Arabia - a part known as Yemen, ruled over by a King who dislikes 
foreigners and their ways, and who lays down laws as to their behaviour. Mountains, 
» deserts, arid waste lands, bandits, savages, and the Arabian suspicion of strangers 
all combine to make his objections authentic. But the author is not daunted, and 
carves out for himself a troublous adventure - when he entered the country by 
stealth, and after a terrific cross country trek, is caught and imprisoned and 
eventually sent out of the country. A travel book for those who like strange lands - 
and escape reading. $3.50 


February 17 


Street, James LOOK AWAY! A Dixte Notebook Viking 


Another book for the Carmer (Stars Fall on Alabama) market:- the deep 
South as seen by a reporter on Southern papers. Legends, gossip, the life of Ne- 
groes, news stories - tragic or amusing. From the origin of the song, Dixie, to 
stories of lynchings, of a Union State in the South during the Civil War, stories 
of the Delta, of hog hunting, the Parchman State Farm, shanty boat folks and stump 
jumpers, the man who survived a lynching, floods, the rich and poor man's lands, 


river stories - on and on, crammed full of bits and pieces that together make up 
a part of the song and story that is the South. Good reporting - good observation - 
little more. No conclusion drawn, but graphic presentation. Americana. $2.50 


February 19 
Kent, Frank R. WITHOUT GREASE Morrow 


Not as "wise" a book as his earlier, Without Gloves, this reads like the 
source book for-the-died-in-the-—wool-line Republican's table talk. Running com- 


mentary, arranged under subject heads, and within that chronologically as they 
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appeared in the Baltimore paper (and I believe syndicated elsewhere). An attack 
on the Administration, virtually without relief. The market is obviously the anti- 
Administration fanatics - especially between now and Spring. $2.50 


February 24 
Cram, Ralph Adams MY LIFE IN ARCHITECTURE Little, Brown 


One of America's great architects tells the story of his life, of the 
part his work played in it, of the background of changing taste and theory against 
which his career was shaped, of the men and women who played their parts in shaping 
it. The method is somewhat "old school" - but somehow fitted to the content, and 
particularly to the plea he makes for an appreciation of basic standards, rather 
than quick right about face to modernism with all its claptrap. A book that should 
have a particularly good sale in and around Boston, with which most of his life has 
been closely associated. Architects will find much of value in the historical sur- 
vey of American architecture and the influences that played their part. Sale to 
conservatives primarily. $3.50 


Pebruary 24 
Harris, Dr. Mary B. I KNEW THEM IN PRISON Viking 


What Warden Lawes is to men's prisons, Dr. Harris is to women's. This 
is her story - the years from 1914 on, when Dr. Davis "founder at the dock and 
sent her to the Workhouse", up to the present day. Common sense and belief in 
the inmates' abilities to respond to kindness counterbalanced her ignorance of 
the science of penology. She fought every obstacle to demonstrate her theories, 
and today as head of the Federal Institution for Women at Alderson, she has created 
a prison which stands high in prison standards. A real life Ann Vickers - the 
story of a gallant, understanding, hardworking person. The book has vital appeal 
for club groups, reading circles, women's organizations, anyone interested in civic 
work and sociology. $3.00 


February 25 


\ 
\ 
Rak, Mary Kidder MOUNTAIN CATTLE “x Houghton Mifflin 
A sequel to her earlier A Cowman's Wife - the story of the seasons and 


the days' round on the Arizona ranch, the sorrows,joys, hard work and fun that made 
up their existence. She has a faculty for making the creaturesaround her as real 
as human beings; she writes with spoutaneity and naturalness. But from the angle 
of "plot" this book lacks the suspense quality of the earlier one. A book for 
those who like to read authentic western material, and good human interest. But 
not for those who demand full quota of excitement. $2.75 


February 27 


Margaret THE SCHOOL OF FEMININITY Stokes 


Lawrence, 


* One of the most delightful books of literary criticism that has come my 
way for some time. Survey of women novelists, written with charm and originality. 
She starts with Mary Wollstonecraft - treats the 19th century group - then goes on 
to the moderns whom she divides into seven major groups, -— the "girl pals", the "go- 
the "matriarchs", the "help-meets", the "sophisticates", the "priestesses", 
There's challenge in her thesis - and she makes her development first 


getters", 
the "artists". 
rate reading. Ideal for club groups, libraries, etc. $3.50 
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These Bocks Received Tou Late For A Decenber Bulletin 
Published 


Dayton, Katherine & FIRST LADY Random House 
Kaufman, George S. 


The vogue for reading plays grows apace and this play is pulling full 
houses on Broadway. A satire on Washington - with perhaps the cleverest dialogue 
of the season's offerings. Good reading. $2. 00 


Shakespeare, William SHAKESPEARE ANTHOLOGY Random House 


Carefully culled lyrics, songs, extracts of sheer poetry from the plays 
of Shakespeare. The sonnets. Venus and Adonis. The Rape of Lucrece. Miscellaneous 
poems. Material often hard to locate quickly. Carefully indexed, under source 
headings. $3.50 


Bowman, Heath & MEXICAN ODYSSEY Willet, Clark & Co. 
Dickinson, Sterling 


A dark horse - and the result, one of the most enchanting of the many fas- 
cinating books on Mexico. The story of adventuring in an old Ford, shared by two 
youths with a sense of humor, insatiable curiosity, imagination and gusto. Grand 
reading - and a "must book" for anyone who wants to recapture Mexico's fascination. 
Not a conventional guide. JIllustrated with block prints. $2.50 


January 9 


Welsford, Enid THE FOOL: Ais Social 6 Literary History Farrar & Rinehart 


An authoritative, well-written study of people who practised the art of 
buffoonery, from the Second Century to the present. Literary and historical referen- 
ces carefully traced. The parasite, the laughter-maker, clowns, comic actors, con- 
jurers, jugglers, anyone whose profession was that of playing "the fool" - all are 
here. Too much of a study to be classed as entertainment -— but entertaining for 
something that is so much of a study ! Appeal - those interested in drama and its 
ramifications; those interested in literature as profession or hobby. $5.00 


Manwaring, L. E. & THE FLOATING REPUBLIC Harcourt, Brace 
Dobree, Bonamy 


The popularity of the Bounty books - the Bounty picture, should be used as 
a starter for stimulating interest in this account of two great mutinies in the 
British navy. The fact that countless people wonder what became of Captain Bligh 
after the trial will make his reappearance in the attempt to settle the Nore mutiny 
of signal interest. The first mutiny - at Spithead - was adroitly handled, and 
proved eminently successful; the second, which was more colorful and dramatic, and 
more vital from the human angle, was a failure, thru wrong leadership.Skilful muster- 
ing of facts but virtually no dramatizing of these facts to build the type of story 
Nordhoff and Hall have made out of a mutiny of far less magnitude. Illustrated. $3.00 


Nesbitt, L. M. DESOLATE MARCHES ~ Harcourt, Brace 


Travels in the Orinoco Llanos of Venezuela, by an engineer surveying for an 
American Oil Company. Written in a quiet key, and lacks the sense of adventure we 
have come to expect in travel books. Nor has it the colorfulness of the writing that 
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of beauty. Jungle xperiences, dysentery, a companlOu who aS @ 


alone highsport a disappointing narrative. $2.50 


Please Note These Changes In Publication Dates 


Page 
THE COMING AMERICAN FASCISM (Harper) from 12/5/35 to 1/2/36 387 
DR. DOLITTLS'S BIRTHDAY BOOK (Stokes) postponed to 2/20/36 297 


THT GREAT AMBERFEeRb BIOGRAFHERS (Whittlesey) from 1/13 to 
2/3 425 


THROUGH THE TELESCOPE (Whittlesey) from 1/27 to 2/17 409 
PROPAGANDA AND THE NEWS (Whittlesey) from 1/20 to 1/27 437 


The New York Office Calendar - January 15th to 31st. 
Sale, R. - NOT TOO NARROW, NOT TOO DEEP (Simon & Schuster) 432 


Rorty, J. -WHERE LIFE IS BETTER (Reynal & Hitchcock-John Day ) 10 


Stag, Rhil - CARESR (Harcourt, Brace) 431 
Tarkington, B.-— THE LORENZO BUNCH (Doubleday, Doran) 429 
Rourke, T. — HAVFN FOR THE GALLANT (Knopf) “37°: 
Myers & Newton -— THE HOOVER ADMINISTRATION (Scribner) 12 
Nebel, F.-FIFTY ROADS TC TCWN (Little, Brown) 421 
Cowen, We. J. — THEY GAVE HIM A GUN (Smith & Haas) 422 
Clum, J. P. & W. -— APACHE AGENT (Houghton, Miffiin) 438 
Steinbeck, J. - IN .DUBIOUS LATTLE (Covici, Friede) 3 
Young, E. — POWSPRFUJL AMERICA (Stokes) 438 
Sims,Mariian— THE WORLD WITH A FENCE (Lippincott) 3 


Latzko, A. — LAFAYSTTE (Doubleday, Doran) 1 




















